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d) HEALTH AND CARE
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Dr Maria Tallarico joined the International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC) in April 2017 as Director of the Health and Care Department for Latin America and the Caribbean. The Unit works under the framework of the Regional Health Strategy and the Integrated Regional Program. Through a team of professionals in Health in Emergency, MHPSS and WASH, the unit provides support to the Red Cross NS in the Americas. Dr. Tallarico is a medical doctor and pediatrician, with a Master's degree in Tropical Diseases and several diplomas in Health related issues, Human Rights- Development and Health, and mayor Epidemics.  Prior her assignment at the IFRC, she has worked for the United Nations Agencies, and as senior advisor for the Italian Cooperation Department of Health. 
Dr. Maria Tallarico received her Doctor of Medicine and Surgery degree and Post degree in Pediatrics at the University of Florence, Italy, and the Master's Degree at the University of Valencia, in Spain.

OVERVIEW:
Breakout working group sessions for Health, WASH and Protection, Gender & Inclusion   
                                                                                                                   
 Health.  Today there are much more people and more countries than before under risk of disasters. Several, with fragile economy are affected disproportionately, especially when different disasters are happening at the same time.  
The America region is currently the first region of the world most affected by the COVID19 Epidemic. Most of the countries have implemented public health and social measures, to limit the spread of the SARS-CoV-2, that included travel and movement restrictions, quarantine (for cases and contact) and isolation for people at risks. There are evidences that restrictions have generated complex hardships to most of the countries in the Americas. Some example are: difficulties in mobilizing teams of first responders, low access to lab tests for diagnosis,  the freezing of production and trade that has generated economic hardship at national, community and  family levels; people working in the informal market have lost their income;  difficulties in assisting specific population groups such as elders, people with limited autonomy or those  that are living alone,  migrants, refugees and returned people;  shortage of health workers,  and shortage of PPE and commodities in the market. Nevertheless, all Red Cross National Societies are actively supporting their governments while keeping their staff safe.
In a few days, the hurricane season  begins, adding more complexity to the critical situation mentioned above, and the health unit would like to organize a dialogue, among organizations and volunteers , and agreement on actions that can better support the achievement of two outcomes: 
1. What and how collectively support RC National Societies in getting the highest level of preparation, in order to answer to the increased demand of health services, due to the impact of hurricanes, while they are still operating on COVID-19 epidemic response? And
 2.  How stakeholder are able to integrate actions, methods, resources in order to guarantee the provision of Emergency health care, Mental Health and Psychosocial Support, and WASH for different kinds of emergencies? 
The expected outcome of this session is that Red Cross-National Societies in the Americas will reach consensus in identify 
a. the unmet health needs in emergencies
b. additional resources to consider for meeting the new needs in health, MHPSS and WASH
c. how we work towards together to closing these gaps
d. opportunities that we have for strengthening partnership and programmes with shared vision and resources.
The session itself will take less than 50 mins with the following outlines: 
· presentation of the session outlines and methodology of work (5 minutes)
· two working groups for discussion and answer questions moderated by a National Society representative (20 mins) report on key commitments (10 m presentation and dialogue)
· conclusions (15 mins)
Alternative methodology will be set up if the there are problems with the platform or internet access. 


[image: ]MATERIAL & SUPPORT DOCUMENTS
Powerpoint Presentation

Pre-Reading Material:
1. WHO: Critical preparedness, readiness and response actions for COVID-19
2. WHO Framework on integrated people-centred health services here; UHC2030 Vision Paper
3. IFRC resolution: Time to act: Tackling epidemics and pandemics together 
4. IFRC Everyone Counts Report 2019
5. WHO- Mental Health Atlas 2017- https://www.who.int/mental_health/evidence/atlas/mental_health_atlas_2017/en/
6. IFRC Resolution: Addressing mental health and psychosocial needs of people affected by armed conflicts, natural disasters, and other emergencies
7. WHO Field test version mhGAP community tool kit
8. UN: Policy brief: COVID19 and the need for actions on mental health
9. IFRC Mental Health and Psychosocial Considerations  Key actions for National Societies on Caring for Volunteers in COVID-19 
10. IFRC Remote Psychological First Aid during the COVID-19 outbreak

 



	
	Topic
	Method
	Time 

	1
	Introduction to Session & Breakout Group Assembly
	Plenary Opening & Movement to Breakout Groups
	10 min

	2
	Health, WASH +
Protection, Gender & Inclusion
	Zoom Breakout Groups
	50 mins
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